
 

 

15 Darling Avenue, Upwey 3158 Vic  Phone: (03) 9754 2369 Fax: (03) 9754 8148 

Email:  upwey.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY                                  Friday 1st March 2019 

Sunday 3rd March   Working Bee @ UPS. 10am to 12noon 
Friday 8th March    Opening of the School Year, 9.15am in the Hall & Billy Cart Grand Prix  
Wednesday 13th March   Preps start full time. 
Saturday 16th March   Upwey P.S. & Upwey H.S. OPEN DAY 10am  
Tuesday 2nd April    House Athletic sports. 

 

SENSATIONAL  SYMMETRY by 3/4E 

Excitement and enthusiasm always abound when the children are given the opportunity to explore and create with the 

pattern blocks. The children gravitate to the shapes like magnets and have a wonderful time gathering a collection of 

bright, wooden coloured blocks to create symmetrical patterns. Many of you would remember last year there was a collec-

tion of photos saying that ‘Geometry is great’.   



Grade 3/4E  

SENSATIONAL SYMMETRY 

Excitement and enthusiasm always abound when the children are 

given the opportunity to explore and create with the pattern 

blocks. The children gravitate to the shapes like magnets and 

have a wonderful time gathering a collection of bright, wooden 

coloured blocks to create symmetrical patterns. Many of you 

would remember last year there was a collection of photos saying 

that ‘Geometry is great’. 

 

This year the children have continued to further extend their understanding and to 

develop more complex symmetrical shapes. Some of them displayed an under-

standing of rotational symmetry as well. Together we have had discussions about 

looking for symmetry in the environment. The aim has been to develop the under-

standing that there can be several lines of symmetry.  

 

Some of the different terms used are line symmetry, reflective symmetry and rota-

tional symmetry. Symmetry is where something is the same on both sides, then it is 

said to be symmetrical. The early concepts often were related to the butterfly. 

Shapes can be said to have multiple lines of symmetry depending on how many 

times the shape can be folded in half and still remain the same on both sides.  

Reflective symmetry is when a shape or pattern is reflected in a line of symmetry (a 

mirror line). The reflected shape will be exactly the same as the original, the same 

distance from the mirror line and the same size and in the case of the children’s 

work the same colour within the design. 

Rotational symmetry is when a shape or pattern can be rotated or turned around 

a central point and remain the same. 

 

Have a discussion with your family about the photos that showcase work from the 

grade and see which of the above terms apply as an investigation. 

Attitude is the key to success and if your child expects to succeed, success will 

come. Encourage a positive, have-a-go, you can do it atmosphere. 

Errors are a vital part of the learning process and provide an opportunity for new 

learning and should be supported. Inspire your child to be curious and ask, “What do I know?” “Can I make 

a connection with something I have learnt before?” “Where can I get support?” “What can I do different-

ly?” Explore ideas and think about what is happening. A relaxed approach makes learning new concepts 

much easier for the brain. Feedback is crucial because no one can achieve in a vacuum. Praise success and 

offer support and encouragement to try again a different way when things don’t work out. It is the process 

of exploration that enables understandings to be developed. 

Elizabeth Eeles – Learning Specialist and Grade 3/4 Classroom Teacher 



Dear Upwey families, 

Open Day @ U.P.S  

Saturday 16th of March , 10am to 12noon  

This year we are doing our Open Day with Upwey High School. We 

are hoping that by doing it together we will have more visitors.  

We will have the gates open between the schools to encourage 

walk throughs. They will have a performance space, school tours 

and a coffee van.  

We will have an Art Show in our hall where we have invited all 

primary schools and our local kinders to bring art work to display. 

The high school will award prizes for various categories. Our mu-

sic students will perform in the hall as people walk around the art exhibition.  

Classrooms will be open with activities for visitors. I will be doing school tours.  

The Parents Association will hold food and drink stalls including: 

 Curry stand – (Cindy’s husband’s famous curry) 

 Drinks  

 Cake stall (will ask for families to contribute to the stall) 

 FREE POPCORN 

We really need some parents to volunteer to supervise these stalls as teachers will be in 

their classrooms. Please contact myself, Cindy or Michelle Myers if you are able to assist 

us on the day.  

We look forward to a really exciting day. 

Working Bee  

Sunday 3rd of March 10-12pm  

Working Bee this Sunday for anyone who is available to help clean up for our Open Day.  

Here is a list that Lauren D put together.  Thanks Lauren for spending the time looking around the grounds. 

 Prune shrubs around 5/6 building – Take the larger ones down below roof line. Light pruning on the rest. 

 Remove logs from outside Ms Wood’s classroom where the tree was removed. Good for firewood if anyone 
needs it. 

 Mulch garden beds around Junior building. 

 Weed garden beds that need it. 

 Replace wire between fences on basketball court. Will need to acquire some appropriate wire.   

 Sweep/blow down all hard surfaces, including carpark. 

 Given its Clean Up Australia Day the kids can do some rubbish pickup. 

We will also put a list of jobs on the door that people can sign up to who are not available on Sunday but are pre-

pared to complete some jobs during the week in their own time.  

Please bring any tools with you that may assist us e.g. Blowers, shovels, gloves etc.  

We would really appreciate any contribution. Thank you in advance. 

 



School Council Elections  

We would like to welcome the following parents to School Council for 2019:   Our AGM and meeting will be held on Wednesday 

20th March @ 6.30. 

 Emmy Finlayson 

 Charmaine (Welcome back for another two years) 

We would like to thank those councillors leaving us for their time and commitment over the last few years: 

 Zdenka Kolloarova  

 Steve Wickenton 

We still have two position vacant if you would like to join please come and speak to me.  

Curriculum Day 

We had our Curriculum Day yesterday with all of the UDEC schools. There were 160 teachers working with Glen Pearsall on im-

proving our Feedback and Assessment Practices. It was a fabulous day and we have all returned invigorated and ready to start 

putting new practices in place. If you hear children talking about Rally Calls, Instant Tests, Replay signals or Question Relays 

these are just a few of the new strategies that were introduced to us at the Professional Learning session. 

 

COMPASS IS HERE! 

We are using Compass School Manager for all of our school functions, including roll marking, stu-

dent attendance alerts, school payments and calendar planning.  

Compass includes a Parent Portal and today you will receive the parent information letter with 

details of the program and the unique log in details for your family.  

Over the next few weeks we hope to roll out the functions to our community as we get to know 

the program.  

Compass includes many features, including the ability to: 

 Monitor your child’s attendance and enter an explanation for absence or lateness 

 Update your family contact details  

 View the school calendar  

 Download and view your child’s school reports  

 Book Parent-teacher interviews  

 Pay and provide consent for school excursions and school fees   

Our school will advise parents when each of these features becomes 

available for parent use.  

The first step to using it, is to down the Compass School Manager 

app on your phone and log into the Parent portal. Please update 

your contact details so you receive alerts and push notifications 

when we need to contact you. This tool will be perfect for updating 

families when we need to contact you quickly about school events, 

reminders, cancellations, late returns, etc. We hope this new system 

improves our communication with you and we thank you for your 

support while we begin the implementation of this administration 

system.  

 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Rebecca Honeysett. 
Acting Principal 

Every Friday at lunchtime, members of 

the Upwey CFA will be selling icy poles  

as a community Fundraiser.  Icy poles are 

$1 and have no artificial flavour or col-

ours.  Please support our Local CFA. 

PA NEWS 

Billy Cart Lunch notices are due on  

Tuesday 5th  March.  Please make sure 
your name is on the slip. 

A notice will be sent home next week re-
garding the Open Day.  We are looking 
for Cake stall items to sell and also vol-
unteers to man the Curry and Cake stall. 



 

There are Art and Crafts set up in 
BASC 

Other activities are also  
available to set up 

Monday Ball games in the School Hall Reading, Drawing, Painting, Play 
dough 

Crafts, loom bands, beading, knit-
ting 

Tuesday Movie Day G rated 

  

Barbie corner, Dress Ups Cup-
board Quiet corner for relaxing 
on cushions 

Wednes-
day 

Library Day on the computers 

  

Construction, boxes of Lego, Du-
plo, giant Dominos  hot wheels 
track and cars 

Thurs-
day 

Explore a book together day 

  

Pirate ship construction box. 

Friday Free Friday (after homework 
club) 

Card games, Board games, jigsaw 
puzzles Chess and Sports equip-
ment 

Hi all from Before School Care 

This week went fast in Before and After School Care, with Curriculum day on Thursday. We had fun playing 
cards, dodge ball, making sushi and teaching preppies how to play two square. On Curriculum Day we had fun, 
trying to fly a kite on the oval, testing Zdenka’s electronic drum set with Lily (expert drummer) providing a guid-
ance and watching a movie. We welcome a number of new students that have become regularsin our BASC 
service.  Well done all prep students for settling in quickly and hopefully we make you feel comfortable and en-
joy your time in BASC.  

Numbers are growing steadily, especially on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, so please contact us early if you 
require a casual booking.  

I would also like to ask all families to return 2019 Enrolment form to the office. It is a government requirement 
to keep fully completed enrolment form with the updated information for all active families, regardless of their 
current booking status. They will be in your child’s schoolbag today (for those who were not given any yet). If 
you haven’t received it, please contact Zdenka. 



1st March - 8th 

March  

Ethan & Jasper 


